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What is the National 
College Access Network?

The National College Access 
Network (NCAN) is dedicated to 
assisting local communities all 
over the country initiate, 
develop and sustain their own 
college access programs.
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What is a College 
Access Program?

Community-based non-profit 
organization
Provide financially disadvantaged 
students with free services to learn 
about, enroll in, and pay for college
Primary funding is from private sources 
in the community
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Target Populations

Families with low incomes
First-generation potential college 
students
Minority students
Adult learners
Urban (high-density high schools)
Rural (low-density high schools)
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Partnership with FAAs
College access programs assist FAAs by:

Increasing community awareness about the 
value of postsecondary education
Advising prospective students about financial 
aid and assisting with applications
Serving student clients and acting as an 
ombudsman with the financial aid office
Providing additional aid, in the form of last-
dollar scholarships, to enrolling students
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NCAN Membership

Association of 92 members in 30 states 
and the District of Columbia including:
College Access Programs
Resource Centers
TRIO and GEAR UP Programs
Colleges and Universities
Lenders and Guarantors
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NCAN Members… 

In the 2002 – 2003 school year,  NCAN 
members:
Served over 210,000 students in 1,000 
schools; 
Awarded over $14 million in more than 
9,000 last-dollar and administered 
scholarships.
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Expansion Project

Recent $1.9 million Lumina Foundation 
grant supports three-year nationwide 
expansion effort
NCAN will provide consulting services 
to create college access intitiatives
Goal:  establish 45 new community-
based college access programs and 12 
new regional or statewide networks.
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Expansion Project 
Components

Consultation and Visits
Guidebooks for replication
Marketing
Sponsorship and seed grants
Virtual Demonstration Site
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Building Blocks 

Online toolkit at www.collegeaccess.org
Resources for communities building a 
college access program or center
Resources for existing programs to add 
program components
Includes Virtual Demonstration Site to 
showcase program models and 
examples
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Technical Assistance

For more information, contact Kim Kiely at:
Phone:  (202) 347-4848

Email: kielyk@collegeaccess.org
www.collegeaccess.org
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